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Active Reading Strategy 

Making Connections 

BV MS SS Early Dismissal 

 
Read through each quote, as you read, think about how this quote may connect to something you’ve read before 

(TT), a current or historical event (TW), or something related to your own life (TS). Write the connection, 

starting with identifying the type (TT, TW, or TS), in the corresponding column.   

 

Quote/Excerpt Connection (TT, TW, TS) 

“History teachers must encourage students to think 

historically (Wineburg, 2001), which involves 

interpreting and analyzing artifacts and primary 

sources and constructing and critiquing narratives 

about the past. Moreover, students should have 

multiple opportunities to engage in authentic social 

studies learning and critical thinking” (Waring & 

Robinson, 2010, p. 22).  

 

 

“Human beings seek to understand their historical 

roots and to locate themselves in time. Knowing 

how to read and reconstruct the past allows one to 

develop a historical perspective and to answer such 

questions as: Who am I, What happened in the past, 

How am I connected to those in the past? How has 

the world changed and how might it change in the 

future” (NCSS definition, Time, Continuity, & 

Change, 2004).  

 

 

“Historical empathy is a powerful tool for 

understanding history” (Foster, as cited in Hinton, 

Suh, Lourdes, et. Al, 2014, p. 23).  

 

 

“A historical (fiction writer)…seizes the past and 

forms a story out of it (Thom, 2010, p. 6). 

 

 

“According to Zarillo (2008), social studies 

education is the study of people. In the process of 

learning about people, students acquire knowledge 

and become active citizens. During historical 

periods of massive change some persons stand out 

who rise to the occasion by adapting or racing 

hardships with courage and fortitude. When 

students study and write about them, these persons 

become their role models for citizenship” (Webb, 

2011, p. 25).  
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Text to Text  

(TT) 

 

 

Connection drawn between the resource (text) you are reading 

and another resource (text) you’ve read or been exposed to 

somewhere else (e.g. lecture notes, classroom activity, etc.). 

For example, you are assigned to read about the Holocaust in 

your history textbook and while you are reading, you relate the 

information (make a connection) to a part of the book, Night, 

by Elie Wiesel, that you recently read for your ELA class.  

 

 

Text to World 

(TW) 

 

 

Connection drawn between the resource (text) you are reading 

and something that is going on or has happened in the world. 

For example, you are reading about the Civil Rights Act of 

1964 and can relate it to legislation being debated over 

discrimination issues today.  

 

 

Text to Self  

(TS) 

 

 

Connection drawn between the resource (text) you are reading 

and something that is currently happening or has happened in 

your life. For example, you are reading about how many 

people living in Germany in the late 1930s joined the Nazi 

party, not because they believed in their principals, but because 

they were afraid to be left out or scared for the wellbeing of 

themselves and their families. You can make a connection to a 

time in your life when you went along with a popular fad, 

trend, belief, or crowd because you did not want to be left out 

or were afraid of damaging your social life/image.  

 

 

 


